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You haven't really lived until you've had the privilege of sitting comfortably down on a toilet 

seat--in an outhouse on wheels--and been rushed through the streets of Dawson City to the 

cheers of local residents and the utter bewilderment of tourists. 

People actually pay for the privilege. 

But keep your pants on--it's all in the name of fun. 

It's The Great Klondike International Outhouse Race, an annual event sponsored by the Klondike 

Visitors Association (KVA). If it sounds outrageous, that's because it is. It grows in popularity--

and infamy--each year. 

It is featured in prestigious publications such as The Old Farmer's Almanac, National 

Geographic Traveler and Adventure West magazines. And because of its bizarre reputation, it 

has also been featured on television and radio stations in Canada and the United States where 

bathroom humor is an art form. 

The people of the Klondike couldn't care less what Miss Manners thinks of the affair. And it's 

safe to assume that the word 'outhouse' isn't even in the vocabulary of Martha Stewart. 

The event has become a Labour Day weekend tradition in Dawson City, where outhouses were a 

fact of life dating back to the Klondike Gold Rush. And for many people who live outside the 

city limits, they still are. 

The outhouse race was first run in 1977. No one seems to remember who was involved, why it 

was created or how it came into being, but it's safe to assume that the concept was probably born 

in a local bar. 

During the first years of the competition the rules were pretty loose, and so were the participants. 

The race course weaved its way through the downtown core. Many racers took advantage of this 

by stopping at a few bars along the route. Then they would weave their way to the next watering 

hole. Some racers became so good at weaving their way that they never made it to the finish line. 



As a result, a time limit was introduced--the team that finished in the shortest time won first 

prize. Since then, the competition has become spirited, and now the barnstorming biffies charge 

through the streets of Dawson like a dose of castor oil. 

These aren't just any old outhouses either, and neither are the competitors. Imagination has 

become the operative word here. The privies are decorated in outlandish themes, and the racers 

dress up in elaborate and hilarious costumes. 

Some of the more memorable themes of recent years include The Elton John, The Royal Flush, 

The Whizzer of Oz, The Downtown Flaming Farts and The Mad Crapper of Rat River. And who 

could forget Canned Juice, a team that lampooned the O.J. Simpson trial by decorating their 

outhouse like a jail. 

The outhouse race is also a non-denominational event. Eyebrows went up in 1986 when a group 

of Anglican ministers--in Dawson for an ordination--entered the event. They transformed their 

privy into a 'devouthouse'. 

During recent years, one local team has stood out from the pack. White Lightning has won the 

event seven times. The team set a new record in 1996 with a time of 8:58 for the three kilometer 

course. 

In 1996 an ingenious outhouse design was entered by N.W.T. Air. It was made to look like an 

airplane, complete with propellers and a 20-foot wingspan. The craft nearly took the side mirror 

off a parked truck while rounding a corner during the race, but to most people's surprise it 

actually held together for the entire run. 

The event is open to anyone and previous experience is not necessary. Teams have come from 

Europe, Edmonton and Alaska to take part. Competitors have included miners, school teachers, 

clergymen, tourists--even doctors and medical staff from the local nursing station. 

The rules are simple and straightforward. 

Teams must be composed of five people aged 16 or older. They can be all male, all female, or 

mixed with a 3:2 or 2:3 male-female ratio. Four runners propel the customized crapper along a 

three kilometer (1.86 mile) course through city streets. One team member must sit on the crapper 

at all times. Runners usually take turns sitting on the pot to give everyone a short rest during the 

race. They can change places on the run, or stop and switch. 

Only the runners can propel the outhouse. No mechanical, motorized or other type of power is 

allowed. 

Outhouses should look like outhouses in appearance and size. There are some basic requirements 

and specifications with regard to size, shape, construction materials and wheels. Details and 

entry forms can be obtained from the KVA, which also has five of the wheeled privies available 

for rent. 



Prizes are awarded at Diamond Tooth Gerties Casino on the evening of the race. The categories 

are: 

 Fastest Team Overall  

 Second Fastest Team  

 Fastest Male Team  

 Fastest Female Team  

 Fastest Mixed Team  

 Most Original Outhouse  

 Most Humorous Entry  

 Best Dressed Team  

 Judges' Special Team Prize  

The number of teams and traveling toilets varies from year to year, but there are usually about a 

dozen careering commodes registered by the August 30 deadline. If more than 12 teams register, 

the race is divided into two heats to reduce the mayhem. It is a moving experience for everyone 

involved. 

Potty 'spotters' are also stationed along the route to keep vehicles out of the way, and to keep 

spectators from being boweled over (sic). 

The outhouse race used to include a Bathroom Wall Limerick Contest, but last 1996's entries 

sunk to new depths and the limerick contest has been 'canned', so to speak. 

For further information on The Great International Klondike Outhouse Race, contact the KVA at 

Box 389, Dawson City, Yukon. Canada. Y0B 1G0. Phone: (403) 993-5575. Fax: (403) 993-

6415. e-mail: KVA@Dawson.net 
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